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Read the articie about tarantulas and their characteristics, and then answer the
questions that follow.

1

“Tarantulas™

Tarantulas are the biggest spiders in the world. They have hairy bodies. They
have fangs that inject deadly venom into their prey.

Many people think faranfulas are scary. But people do not need to be afraid
of them. Their bite is about as painful as a bee sting. Though if can trigger an
allergic reaction, it is not deadly to humans. They are solitary animals that
o not bother people who do not bother them. A few of the more than 1.400
species of farantulas—for example, the Honduran Curly Hair, the Mexican Red
Kaee, and the Brazilian Black—are gentle spiders that are sold as terrarium
pets. The exotic pet trade.' however, is endangering some rare species in
Australia and Mexico.

‘Range and Habitat

Tarantulas are native to tropical and desert zones. There are many specics
living in Central America and South America. Taranfulas are also found in the
hot. dry parts of the southern United States, Australia, Africa. Asia, and Pacific
Islands. In the tropics, they live in rainforests and grasslands.

Tarantulas live in frees or on the ground. Females often dig burrows
underground. All tarantulas produce silk. but they do not use their slk to build
spider webs to trap prey. Instead, tarantula silk is used to line and strengthen
thei burrows

Appearance

Like all spiders, tarantulas have cight segmented legs and a hard exoskeleton.
‘They have two body parts. These are the front prosoma’ and the bulb-like
abdomen. These body parts are connected in the middle by the pedicle. a sort
of joint that lets the tarantula bend its body. The eyes. mouthparts. and fangs
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(which fold into the bods like a pocketinife blade when not in use) are on the
prosoma.

6 The tarantola is covered with short, bristly hairs. Species from the Americas
and Australia can use some hairs fo protect themselves from enemies. If another
animal ges too close, the spider rubs its abdomen very hard and fast with a leg.
icking special barbed hairs into the air that lodge in the enemy’s eyes or nose
and are very imitating.

7 The world's largest tarantula i the Gotiath Birdeater from Brazil and
‘Venezuela. It is an ageressive spider species, with a legspan up to 11 inches (28
centimeters). Most faranfulas are uch smaller, with a legspan of about 4-6
inches (10-15 centimeters)

5 Tropical taranfulas can be colorful. They can be cobalt bive, orange-and-
‘black striped, bottle green, o red-haired. North American species are usually
‘plain browa.

Tarantula Feeding

5 Taranfulas are ambush bunters that are active at night. Their main prey is
insects and other spiders. Larger species huat lizards, snakes, mice, and frogs.
They kill prey by biting it with their fangs and releasing venom info ifs body.
Their jaws are also sirong enovgh fo crush prey.

10 But the tarantula cannot chew its food or swallow solids. Its movthpiece
Iooks like a short stra that only liquid can pass through. So special chemicals
in the venom and juices secreted” by the spider dissolve the prey into a liquid
that the taranula sucks into its mouth.

11 The tarantula’s main enemy, the spider wasp, has methods that are just as
‘eruesome. It paralyzes the faranfula with ifs sting, and then drags it back o
the wasp burrow. It ays an egg on the faranfula abdomen, then seals off the
‘burrow and flies away. The wasp egg hatches info a larva that slowly eats s
way through the taranfula as it grows.

The Tarantula Life Cycle

12 Young tarantulas must mol, or shed their exoskeleton, several times as they
outgrow it. They may grow and molt for 5-10 years before reaching adulthood.
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At that point, the male has only about one year of lfe left. It searches for a
female to mate with before time runs out.

13 Female tarantulas live twice as long as males. The female is picky. If a male
approaches, she may chase him away. She may mate with him. Or she may eat
him. Once her eggs are fertlized, she spins a silk cocoon and lays 75-1.000
eggs inside it. Then she stands guard. furning it from fime to time, until the cggs.
hatch 6-9 weeks later. The young taranulas go off on their own when they are
about three weeks old.
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Writing Prompt: Scoring Notes and PARCC Rubric Notes

6™ Informational-Scientific: “Tarantulas”

Prompt:

In paragraphs 1 and 2, the author briefly describes the size of tarantulas, why they are not dangerous to people, and
why some are becoming endangered. The author then structures the rest of the article with specific details about
tarantulas. Write an essay in which you state your position about whether or not the information in paragraphs 1 and 2
is important to the rest of the article. Be sure to explain how these two paragraphs make the article either more or less
effective. Remember to use textual evidence to support your ideas. Develop your essay with relevant, well-chosen facts,
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. Be sure to provide a concluding statement
or section that follows from and supports your response.
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Primary Common Core Standard Assessed:
W.6.1 - Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
W.6.1a Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly.
W.6.1b Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources and demonstrating an
understanding of the topic or text.
W.6.1c Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons.
W.6.1d Establish and maintain a formal style.
W.6.1e Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented.




